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“A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, is God in his holy dwelling.”
PSALM 68:5 (NIV)

KEN BRISSA, CEO

Don'’t forget about me. These words echoed in both spoken and unspoken ways for the men, women and children we
welcomed this year.

The work of the Mission is simple, yet profound. Love people as they are. Usher them out of the darkness and into the
light of restoration. Remind them that they are seen. And create a place to encounter the never-ending, always-pursuing
mercy of a Father who is patiently waiting.

Throughout these pages, you will meet men and women who often felt overlooked by the world. Forgotten. But because
of your compassion, they found so much more than just a place to recover. They found Connection, Community, Safety,
and a Lifeline.

| pray you are reminded of this Divine love, which is always redeeming what was once lost. Thank you for the significant
role you play in God's restorative work at the Mission.

MARY KOSTRIVAS, BOARD CHAIR

In Philippians 3:7-9, Paul compares everything as loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ and being
found in him. He considers all else “rubbish”.

I'm moved with gratitude as | think of the men and women we serve who have gained a place of true belonging here. They
overcame their struggles and celebrated so many life-altering moments with us — graduations, reunifications and sobriety.
This ministry of reconciliation we are a part of each day is a beautiful testament and vision of the Kingdom.

It is a blessing to offer this kind of everlasting hope with you.






“He who abides in me, and | in him, bears much fruit.”

JOHN 15:5 (NKJV)

It was the middle of winter in January. Andrew found himself on a
park bench, miserable, drunk, and totally out of options. Next to him
was a suitcase packed with items he hastily threw together when his
family placed a protective order on him after a drunken argument.

“I was hopeless,” he recalled sadly. “I had burned all my bridges.”

Andrew was a self-described “raging alcoholic” - the kind that
would even drink rubbing alcohol to pacify his addiction. “It was just
bad,” he shared with regret. He had tried a 30-day rehab and was able
to get sober, but still didn’t have the tools to handle life and prevent
succumbing to his alcoholism again. His family was “done with him”,
and everything that was secure in his life collapsed. After losing his
job and getting a DUI, he had nothing left.

Homeless and alone in that park, Andrew made a last plea call for
help to his sister in Florida. She reminded him of a news segment
she saw about Phoenix Rescue Mission and urged him to call. That
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moment changed the
trajectory of Andrew’s
life, as he felt “something
guiding him here.”

“There was definitely
something missing from
my life ... and that was
connection with God. ”

Andrew now realizes that ANDREW

“something” was the Lord’s

mercy, and after more than 15 months in our recovery program at
the Transforming Lives Center, his story of shame and brokenness
has been redeemed. “All the things that were lost have been added
back into my life,” he described with a newfound joy. Andrew now
has healed relationships with his family and begun work with other
men at the Mission. Most importantly, he discovered the one thing

he needed for all of this to be possible.

“There was definitely something missing from my life ... and that was
connection with God. That’s what | have gotten here.”
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“The one who blesses others is abundantly blessed.”

PROVERBS 11:25 (MSG)

For Nathalie, her desire to give back flows from a heart of gratitude.
She and her four children have been serving at our Community
Outreach Events for seven years. She first found the Mission when
she herself was in need. It was the holiday season, and she was
pregnant and barely making ends meet. She didn’t have the means
to get her children gifts for Christmas.

Nathalie’s social worker told her about our program and after she
reached out, she was welcomed into the Phoenix Rescue Mission
family. “They gave me Thanksgiving food and toys | didn’t have the
money to buy; it really blessed my kids for the holidays,” she recalled
with gratitude.

This was years ago. Now, Nathalie volunteers three times a week —
sometimes more. As a primary Spanish speaker who is well-known in
the community, her language and relationships are a significant asset
as she greets our guests, gives out food, and helps with clothing.
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Her joy and appreciation
are evident to all she
engages with.

“I can bless others
as they have
helped me.”

NATHALIE

Through the Mission, she
has been taking English
classes to improve her
language skills and is also
getting her GED so she can better provide for her family. She explains
that she has found a home at the Mission where she can freely give
and receive.

Nathalie’s life proves that blessing comes full circle. “That is why |
want to give a little back because | see the smile on my kids’ faces.
I'm so blessed when | come here. And | can bless others as they have
helped me. And that feels good in my heart.”

food boxes
distributed
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"For you are my hiding place... you surround me with songs of victory.”

PSALM 32:7 (NLT)

Corrine didn't plan to be addicted to fentanyl when she got
pregnant. Her life had followed a pattern of getting sober, relapse,
repeat, as she described. Her relationship with her mother was
deeply abusive; she found herself seeking worth in relationships
that offered nothing but pain. Tragically, she became addicted to
drugs through a relationship and found herself sleeping on and off
the streets for six years. After having two children, Corrine

was running out of options and ended up back in a toxic living
situation with her mom.

After her kids were taken from her, life started to unravel quickly. “I
just fell on my face. | started using every day,” she shared with regret.
When she found out she was pregnant with her third child, she knew
something drastic had to happen. Corrine went into a detox facility
that took pregnant women and then was referred to the Changing
Lives Center (CLC). She arrived nearly defeated yet determined to

average starting
wage for workforce
development clients
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finally exit this cycle of

destruction. “l was ver ”BUt for the ﬁrSt
: y
sick when I got here. The  time In my Iife,

withdrawal was so bad. | ”
could barely do anything. I felt Safe-
CORRINE, CLC

But for the first time in
my life, | felt safe.”

This safety created space for Corrine to heal and understand the
underlying issues surrounding her dependency. She committed to
staying clean her entire pregnancy, giving birth to a healthy baby boy.
Instead of dread, her days now begin with hope. Through this process,
Corrine has been reunified with her other children and is now working
as a Street Outreach Case Manager Assistant at the Mission.

“I've never experienced the peace that | feel now. | owe my life to the CLC”

increase in workforce
development
program enrollments
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“From beginning to end, he’s there, towering far above everything, everyone...”

COLOSSIANS 1:19 (MSG)

Jacob was intently reading a book at a bus station off Dunlap Avenue
in Phoenix in a Seahawks jersey, unaware that his life was about to
take a dramatic turn.

Ben parked the Street Outreach van and prayed to himself as he
walked up. As a case manager with the Mission, Ben was used to
approaching men and women who appeared to be experiencing
homelessness to offer them a lifeline off the streets. With Jacob, he
couldn’t quite tell. “Honestly, | felt a bit apprehensive because it can
be awkward if you assume someone needs help and they don't”

Ben followed the Spirit’s leading, and Jacob opened up to him,
sharing that he had been living on the streets for two months
battling an intense meth addiction. He invited Jacob to the men’s
campus for screening and put him up in a hotel until he could start
his intake. “I'd come by to pray with him and bring him food from
our food bank. I hoped he’d still be there when | came. And he was.
He told me, “This is so God. God showed up in an amazing way for
me.” He was just so excited,” Ben described.
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increase in rescues/
program placements

“That’s what | love about street
outreach — all of these divine
appointments. People on the streets
are so accessible. This tends to be
where God does His work, at our rock
bottom.” Two days later Jacob began

his journey of recovery at the Mission,
where he found a hope greater than the
world had ever offered.

And that book Jacob was reading? It was the Bible. Specifically, the
Message version of Colossians 1:19. God was stirring Jacob's heart
long before his encounter with Ben, reminding him of an everlasting
love that spans all of our stories — from beginning to end.

“It makes you aware that God is completely sovereign. He sees
people’s needs and He meets them, very practically,” Ben said with a
smile. “That’s my favorite part.”
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2023 STATS

In 2023, the ‘pvgéf Christ searched our city streets and led thousands through our
‘dborsandinto the refuge of His welcoming arms. Because of your compassionate
partnership, forgotten men, women and children experienced the healing hope of
the Gospel through our programs. This year, you inspired the ?o‘ilowi:n_g impact:
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Contributions
$17,339,344
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Phoenix Rescue Mission is funded almost
entirely by individuals, businesses,
foundations and other organizations. We
strive to maximize and steward the impact
of the gifts entrusted to us by God and our
ministry partners. Because of this, we are
proud that 76.5% of each dollar raised goes
directly toward program and services.
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Welcome to gospel-powered life transformation
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Mary Kostrivas
Board Chair

Cindy Anderson

Mary O’Hanlon Kay Ekstrom

Matthew Brinkman

Amanda Houghton Paul Reichert

Carl Johnson Paul Senseman
Tony Muller Nathaniel Spatz
Jim Watkins

Terell Welch

Jon Phillips
Amilyn Pierce

Secretary Steve Fernandez
Kathy Murphy Ted Guy
Treasurer

LEADERSHIP TEAM

Ken Brissa
Chief Executive Officer

Ben Parker
Chief Operating Officer

Nathan Smith
Chief Program Officer

Jeremy Woodard
Chief Financial Officer

Amanda Hines
Senior Director of
Human Resources

Sean Little

Senior Director of Marketing

Abby Muller
Senior Director of
Leadership Giving

Ta'Mella Pierce
Senior Director of Clinical
and Residential Programs

Claudia Coda
Controller

Jesse Dallariva
Director of Client Services

Jussane Goodman
Director of Community
Engagement

Rob Snead
Director of
Information Systems

Zack Snook
Director of
Operational Services

Russ Yost
Director of Clinical Services
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Your support and engagement helped us meet our Valley'sforgotten
right where they were and guide them toward a vibrant, more hopeful
future. Because of you, so many:of these‘men and women now have a
new standing: from forgotten tofound.

OTHER WAYS TO GET INVOLVED:

Pray

Petition for transformation of our
clients and for those we have yet
to reach across the Valley.
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Rescue Mission

Sustain Our Work
Help bring renewed
hope through
giving financially.

Phoenix | forgotten 1o 0 : '

Volunteer

Serve your community
through a variety of
opportunities.

Murals by: Brian Peterson

Spread The Word

Be an advocate for the
Mission in your sphere
of influence.

P.O. Box 6708 Phoenix, AZ 85005
(602) 233-3000 | phxmission.org



